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INTRODUCTION

It started July 11, 2023 at 0803am. [ sent an email to a couple of co-workers,
Bobby Greene and Mike Ferris. It went something like this:

Subject: Prayer?

When you all get in and settled, why don’t we find a quiet place to have a
little prayer to start the day?

Thoughts?
Respectfully,
Tim W. Gould
V.P. Compliance

Spartan Carrier Group LLC

In less than a minute, Bobby walked into my office, Bible in hand, and a big
smile on his face. T wasn't expecting him so soon—TI thought I'd get a reply
to my email first. But there he was, grinning. "Well, you said the word
‘prayer, and I am ALL IN!" he declared.

[ wasn’t quite ready, being in the middle of something, but I asked him to
give me two minutes. Soon after, I scooped up my things, and as we passed
Mike’s office right next to mine, he jumped up and joined us. John Go
Boncan overheard what we were up to and jumped in too, and together, we

all headed to the conference room in our front lobby area.

The four of us sat down together. All three were newcomers to our

company. The conference room was new to us all, as we had just moved in
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from across the hall where our company, Spartan Carrier Group, was
formed two years earlier. With our Grand Opening just a few days away, all
of us at the table, leaders of this new venture, had the same prayer on our
minds... HELP us, LORD! That day, we opened our hearts to the Father in
prayer, asking Him to guide our company, to take the wheel and direct us
as leaders, and to use us and this company for His will. We confessed our
weaknesses, and our desire to let Him be in control. God’s presence was
palpable that day. Since then, God has answered our prayers many times

OVer.

It also sparked something new. The next day, other colleagues joined our
prayer meeting. As word spread, more and more people started to join,
including the owners, Carlos and Martha. Things changed in our small
company that day. Since July 11, 2023, we haven't started a workday
without that prayer meeting. Our small company has become a small

company church, started and sustained by God.

Having a background in theology, I had been sending out a chapter of
scripture every morning via email to our employees for a few years. I chose
a book of the Bible and systematically copied and pasted a chapter in order
into a company email. My heart was simply to offer everyone a little Word
to start their day.

After the prayer meetings began, I started adding small commentaries or
clarifications to the verses I sent, thinking it might help our colleagues,
many of whom were seekers and young believers, to better understand
God’s Word. Our company was growing, and I thought this would aid them
in their walk and discovery. This book is a compilation of those emails I
sent to my coworkers. Encouraged by Bobby Greene, John Go Boncan,
Marko Solis, and others in my company, they suggested finding a way to
share these morning devotionals with more people. At first, I dismissed the
idea, never seeing myself as qualified for such ‘high work’. But the

encouragement continued until one day I felt the Holy Spirit telling me,
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"They are not saying this to promote you, but to bless others." That
realization hit me hard, so I decided to humble myself and began compiling

the emails.

I truly hope this work touches, encourages, corrects, inspires, and helps all
who read it grow. The best part of this work isn't the commentary, but the
Word of God. Open your hearts to that, and I have no doubt the journey
you will take will change your life, both naturally and eternally.

- Tim

** Note to the Reader: I will from time to time add comments and helps
within the Scripture itself. My comments will be in /bold, italicized and
in brackets/to help you distinguish between God’s Holy Word and my
own.

I will also, from time-to-time underline scripture verses to emphasis
points and subject matter.




GOSPEL OF JOHN

GOSPEL OF JOHN
CHAPTER 1

Have you ever noticed how complicated life can become? It seems the more
we invent items to simplify our lives, the more complicated they get.
Mankind has a real talent for complicating things. Thankfully, God noticed
this too. Even in the Old Testament, He sought to simplify His relationship
with mankind by giving Moses 10 straightforward commandments for
Israel to follow. Yet, humanity expanded these into hundreds of rules just

to adhere to the original ten.

Jesus then simplified those ten commandments into two, but since His
time, hundreds if not thousands of rules have been attached to those two.
We just can’t seem to stop complicating things! Mankind always feels the
need to add their "moral’ definitions to "assist’ God. Somehow, I don’t think

God needs our help.

The Gospel of John was written to help simplify as well. Composed 40 to
60 years after the crucifixion, it was a time when schisms were already
forming in the church regarding who Jesus was. Was He real? An angel?
Merely a man? With Gnosticism growing—a belief that all 'matter” is evil
and only "spirit" is divine—John wanted his Gospel to clearly assert the
actuality of Jesus and His deity. John writes simply and clearly; each
statement is pointed and direct. It says what it means. When read with an
uncomplicated mind, this Gospel reveals truths we might never have

realized before.
[ASV] The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, /Jesus/and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all

things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.




GOSPEL OF JOHN

[Interesting when we read the first verses of Genisis!] 4 In him was life,
and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light //esus/ shines in the

darkness /the world], and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a

witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might

believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the
light. [John the Baptist was the LAST Old Testament Prophet] 9 The

true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.

10 He was in the world [/esus/, and though the world was made through

him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own

[Israel, or the Jews, the promised people/, but his own did not receive

him./Israel as a nation rejected Jesus and sent him to the cross[12 Yet to

all who did receive him /Individuals, Jews, Greek, whomever], to those
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- 13

children born not of natural descent /we are not Christian because we are

American, or Israel or white or black or because of our culture, or

parents/, nor of human decision /it is not even by our own intellectual
choice that we become Christian] or a husband's will, but born of God.
[/God chooses and calls us to repentance. Therefore, none of us can
BRAG it was by our wisdom that we saw the light. God reveals the light

of truth in us for us to respond to Him.|
The Word Made Flesh

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. / Jesus/ We
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified concerning him. He cried
out, saying, "This is the one I spoke about when I said, 'He who comes after
me has surpassed me because he was before me." ") 16 Out of his fullness we
have all received grace in place of grace already given. 17 For the law was

given through Moses; /awareness of sin] grace and truth /salvation from
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GOSPEL OF JOHN

sin/came through Jesus Christ.
John the Baptist Denies Being the Messiah

18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God
and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. 19 Now
this was John's testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests
and Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but
confessed freely, 'T am not the Messiah." 21 They asked him, "Then who are
you? Are you Elijah?" He said, 'l am not." "Are you the Prophet?" He
answered, 'No." 22 Finally they said, "Who are you? Give us an answer to
take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" 23 John
replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, 'T am the voice of one calling in
the wilderness, 'Make straight the way for the Lord."*

24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent 25 questioned him, "Why then do
you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 26 'I
baptize with water," John replied, ‘but among you stands one you do not
know. 27 He is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I
am not worthy to untie." 28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side

of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
John Testifies About Jesus

29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I
meant when [ said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because
he was before me.' 31 T myself did not know him, but the reason I came

baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel."

32 Then John gave this testimony: 'T saw the Spirit come down from heaven
as a dove and remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one
who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the

Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy
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GOSPEL OF JOHN

Spirit.' 34 I have seen and I testify that this is God's Chosen One."
John’s Disciples Follow Jesus

35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When
he saw Jesus passing by, he said, 'Look, the Lamb of God!"

37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38
Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?'
They said, "Rabbi" (which means 'Teacher"), "where are you staying?'

39 "Come," he replied, "and you will see." So they went and saw where he
was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the
afternoon. 40 Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard
what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew
did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, *“We have found the Messiah'
(that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him
and said, "You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas" (which,

when translated, is Peter).
Jesus Calls Phillip and Nathanael

43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to
him, "Follow me." 44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of
Bethsaida. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the one
Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote--
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 46 'Nazareth! Can anything good
come from there?" Nathanael asked. "Come and see," said Philip.

47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, "Here truly is
an Israclite in whom there is no deceit." 48 "How do you know me?'
Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, 'I saw you while you were still under the
fig tree before Philip called you." 49 Then Nathanael declared, ‘Rabbi, you
are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.” 50 Jesus said, "You believe

because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things
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GOSPEL OF JOHN

than that.'

51 He then added, "Very truly I tell you, you will see 'heaven open, and the

angels of God ascending and descending on' the Son of Man.'
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GOSPEL OF JOHN

CHAPTER 2

In an era where information is readily accessible, we often take for granted
the basic wonders right before our eyes. With so much information
available, it's easy to miss what's directly in front of us. Sometimes, we just
need to SLOW DOWN and take each step intentionally.

Take the Gospel of John, for instance. This apostle had a knack for being
extremely deliberate with every word he wrote. Each placement of every
word was calculated to convey multiple stories simultaneously. Today, I'm
focusing on just one segment of Chapter 2—the first miracle Jesus
performed. We can appreciate this as a literal event and still be enriched.
However, by delving deeper into the words used, we uncover several

messages.

Jesus chose a wedding for his first miracle, symbolizing the union between
a husband and wife—a concept God established way back in Genesis. But
Jesus also describes His relationship with humanity as a "marriage union,’

adding layers of meaning.

Additionally, this first miracle encapsulates the message of salvation—the
sacrifice and redemption of mankind. The Bible continues to astonish with
the depth of messages it conveys to those eager to delve deeper. It is truly a

book worth picking up and reading slowly, absorbing every nuance.

ASV The Marriage at Cana

1 On the third day /Jewish tradition was to marry on the third day of the
week. Since it was a considered “the day of double blessing” Going back
to the Genisis story of creation, God blessed the first day, not the
second day, but double blessed the third day. It is also on the third day,
that Jesus rose and certainly a double blessing for the world occurred.]
a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, 2 and

Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the
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GOSPEL OF JOHN

wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, "They have no more wine.'

4 "Woman, [Jesus was not showing disrespect, the true root of this

word implies tenderness and compassion in the term/ why do you
involve me?" [Ir was the responsibility of the bridegroom to attend to

such matters, not a guest. [ Jesus replied. "My hour has not yet come." /A
this point in his life, Jesus was not yet the BRIDEGROOM that he was
destined to become.] 5 His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he

tells you."

6 Nearby stood six /the number of fallen man - imperfect and sinful]
stone water jars, /empty stone vessels: reference to the empty hard heart
of mankind|] the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing /empty

stone hearts working religious acts trying to get closer to God through
works. [, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the
servants, /who are the servant of Jesus today? Notice they did not
perform the miracle but did participate in the effort so that God
performed the miracle. We are all called to put forth effort if we want
to see God glorified] 'Fill the jars with water'; so they filled them to the

brim. /Water gives and sustains life. Water washes the grim away. The
Bible refers to being washed in the water of the Word in Eph 5. We are
also naturally born of water (John 3:5). Without the Water of Life, we
are only empty vessels with stone hearts. There is more meat in this
verse if you really dig into it.] 8 Then he told them, "Now draw some out
and take it to the master of the banquet." /Notice it took an act of faith on
the servants’ part to draw out this water from a cleansing pot, and serve
it to the Master of the feast. God work is revealed when we put our
faith in motion. | They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the

water that had been turned into wine /wine also will be represented at

the last supper and the Blood of Lamb shed willingly for mankind]. He

did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn

the water knew. /This was a private miracle known only to the disciples
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GOSPEL OF JOHN

and servants. Perhaps this may be why this is not mentioned in any
other Gospel but John. John always points out the divinity of Jesus.|
Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, "Everyone brings out the
choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too
much to drink; but you have saved the best till now." /[The story
concluded; we see a wonderful picture of the natural birth of Jesus from
sinful man. And the baptism of Jesus that just occurred, and it future
sacrifice of Jesus, the shedding of his blood. And the act of sacrifice and
the Heavenly Masters acceptance of that sacrifice. This first miracle
shows what Jesus will do for all mankind when “His time comes”]

11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through
which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 12 After this
he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his

disciples. There they stayed for a few days.
Jesus Cleanses the Temple

13 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. 14 And He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep
and doves, and the money changers doing business. 15 When He had made
a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the
oxen, and poured out the changers' money and overturned the tables. 16
And He said to those who sold doves, "Take these things away! Do not make
My Father's house a house of merchandise!" 17 Then His disciples

remembered that it was written, "Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up.’

18 So the Jews answered and said to Him, "What sign do You show to us,
since You do these things?' 19 Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 Then the Jews said, "It
has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in
three days?* 21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 22 Therefore,
when He had risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had
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GOSPEL OF JOHN

said this to them; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus
had said.

The Discerner of Hearts

23 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many
believed in His name when they saw the signs which He did. 24 But Jesus
did not commit Himself to them, because He knew all [men], 25 and had no

need that anyone should testify of man, for He knew what was in man.
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GOSPEL OF JOHN

CHAPTER 3:1-22

[ have a fondness for old antiques and history. There's something special
about holding an object that was once shiny and new, imagining all the
hands that have touched it through the years and the stories it could tell.

Recently, I came across an antique pocket watch—T have a particular liking
for pocket watches. However, it was so old that it no longer worked. I took
it to a friend of mine who is a jeweler and a Shriner. He pointed out several
parts that needed repair or replacement, including the main spring, noting
that the repairs would be quite costly. Despite my efforts—replacing the
face, polishing the cover, changing the hands, and even fixing the cracked
crystal—the watch remained just a beautiful, inert object. It wasn't until I

replaced the main spring with a new one that the watch sprang to life.

This experience mirrors how we often try to enhance our lives. We can
polish and modify many aspects of our external appearance, appearing
impressive to the world. However, until we allow the teachings of the next
chapter to transform us and create a new heart within us—our 'main
spring'—there is little hope that we can fulfill the purpose God has created
for us. I will hold back from commenting further on this chapter, as I wish
for you to read it with no influence other than that of the Holy Spirit.

ASV Jesus and Nicodemus

1 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member
of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi,
we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could

perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him."

3 Jesus replied, "Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God

unless they are born again."4 "How can someone be born when they are old?"

Nicodemus asked. ‘Surely they cannot enter a second time into their

mother's womb to be born!" 5 Jesus answered, "Very truly I tell you, no one
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GOSPEL OF JOHN

can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit.
6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should
not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' 8 The wind blows
wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes
from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." 9 "How

can this be?" Nicodemus asked.

10 "You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these
things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify
to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I
have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will
you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven
except the one who came from heaven--the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses
lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,
15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him." 16 For God so

loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in

him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son

into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe

stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of

God's one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the
world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were
evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the
light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the

truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have

done has been done in the sight of God.
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GOSPEL OF JOHN

CHAPTER 3:22-46

The microwave oven was invented in 1946, weighing over 750 pounds,
standing nearly 6 feet tall, and costing nearly $5,000. It wasn't until the
1970s that they became smaller and lighter—still weighing 30 to 40 pounds
and about 3 feet wide—with prices ranging from $200 to $400. I remember
the microwave at our house. How fantastic it was to nuke something for
just a few minutes and—bang!—hot food. But honestly, it was never really

as good as food cooked the traditional way. We just got it quicker.

I noticed I was a bit like that microwave when I was younger. I wanted to
know everything right then. I wanted success immediately. My parents
worked for decades for their new car and home, but I didn’t want to wait
that long. I wanted it right then. When my younger brother bought his first
house before me, T'll be honest; I was not happy for him. I never told him
that, of course, as I was a Christian, but inside, I was envious and jealous.
Funny, isn’t it? I love my brother dearly, but that envy was still there when
I saw him surpass me in this small way. I wonder if there’s a lesson there to

be learned?

ASV John's Witness

22 After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean countryside,
where he spent some time with them, and baptized. 23 Now John also was
baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water, and
people were coming and being baptized. 24 (This was before John was put

in prison.)

25 An argument developed between some of John's disciples and a certain
Jew over the matter of ceremonial washing. 26 They came to John and said
to him, "Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan-
-the one you testified about--look, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to

him.'
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GOSPEL OF JOHN

27 To this John replied, "A person can receive only what is given them
from heaven. /another way to word this is ‘all gifts and talents are
given to us from heaven.’] 28 You yourselves can testify that I said, 'Tam
not the Messiah but am sent ahead of him.' 29 The bride belongs to the
bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for
him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is
mine, and it is now complete. 30 He must become greater; I must become
less." [The goal of us all walking in our faith]31 The one who comes
from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth,
and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is
above all. 32 He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts
his testimony. [John the Baptist prophetically anticipated the rejection
of Jesus]33 Whoever has accepted it has certified that God is truthful. 34
For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives
the Spirit without limit. 35 The Father loves the Son and has placed
everything /Greek word for this means “EVERYTHING. ALL THINGS,
THE SUM TOTAL” including you.]in his hands. 36 Whoever believes in
the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for
God's wrath remains on them./Notice how closely John the Baptist
testimony is to what Jesus said to Nicodemus/
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GOSPEL OF JOHN

CHAPTER 4

One day, a group of co-workers gathered for a prayer meeting before
starting work. As they prayed together, an out-of-town guest quietly sat in
the lobby adjacent to their meeting room. After the prayer session ended
and the workers dispersed, one of them stopped to greet the guest. They
struck up a conversation about the purpose of her visit. The visitor
expressed her admiration for the way the group prayed boldly together and
shared her own struggles with feeling shy and inadequate when praying

around others.

The co-worker empathized, revealing that he used to feel the same way. He
then shared a simple technique that had helped him: 'T always close my eyes
and mentally picture Jesus in the room before me. It's amazing how much
easier it is to talk to God when you visualize Him right there with you. It

turns into a very natural conversation.’

The visitor's face lit up with comfort and understanding as she exclaimed,
'T can't wait to try that! It sounds so simple."

These small, chance encounters can have profound impacts. You never
know when or where the next life may be touched or the next revival
sparked.

ASV Jesus and the Samaritan Woman

1 Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and
baptizing more disciples than John-- 2 although in fact it was not Jesus who
baptized, but his disciples. 3 So he left Judea and went back once more to
Galilee. 4 Now he had to go through Samaria.

5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired

as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.
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GOSPEL OF JOHN

The Woman of Samaria

7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will

you give me a drink?" 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and [ am a Samaritan
woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with
Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, 'If you knew the gift of God and who it
is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have
given you living water." 11 'Sir," the woman said, 'you have nothing to draw
with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you
greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it

himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?"

13 Jesus answered, 'Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14
but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the
water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to
eternal life." 15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I
won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water." 16 He told
her, 'Go, call your husband and come back." 17 'T have no husband," she
replied. Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband.
18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not
your husband. What you have just said is quite true." 19 'Sir," the woman
said, 'T can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in

Jerusalem.’

21 "Woman," Jesus replied, "believe me, a time is coming when you will
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You
Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know,
for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth,
for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and
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GOSPEL OF JOHN

his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth." 25 The woman said,
'I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will
explain everything to us." 26 Then Jesus declared, ‘I, the one speaking to

you--I am he.'
The Disciples Rejoin Jesus

27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking
with a woman. But no one asked, "What do you want?' or "Why are you

talking with her?" 28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to

the town and said to the people, 29 'Come, see a2 man who told me
everything [ ever did. Could this be the Messiah?' 30 They came out of the

town and made their way toward him.

31 Meanwhile his disciples urged him, "Rabbi, eat something." 32 But he said
to them, 'T have food to eat that you know nothing about." 33 Then his
disciples said to each other, "Could someone have brought him food?" 34
"My food," said Jesus, 'is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his
work. 35 Don't you have a saying, 'It's still four months until harvest? [ tell

you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even

now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so
that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37 Thus the saying 'One
sows and another reaps' is true. 38 I sent you to reap what you have not
worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the
benefits of their labor."

Many Samaritans Believe

39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the

woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." 40 So when the

Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed

two days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers. 42

They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you

said: now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is
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the Savior of the world."

Welcome to Galilee

43 Now after the two days He departed from there and went to Galilee. 44
For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his own country.
45 So when He came to Galilee, the Galileans received Him, having seen all
the things He did in Jerusalem at the feast; for they also had gone to the

feast.
A Nobleman’s Son Healed

46 So Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water
wine. And there was a certain nobleman whose son was sick at Capernaum.
47 When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to
Him and implored Him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the
point of death. 48 Then Jesus said to him, "Unless you [people]| see signs

and wonders, you will by no means believe.

49 The nobleman said to Him, 'Sir, come down before my child dies!" 50
Jesus said to him, 'Go your way; your son lives." So the man believed the
word that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way. 51 And as he was now
going down, his servants met him and told [him], saying, "Your son lives!'

52 Then he inquired of them the hour when he got better. And they said to
him, "Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him." 53 So the father knew
that [it was] at the same hour in which Jesus said to him, "Your son lives."
And he himself believed, and his whole household. 54 This again [is] the
second sign Jesus did when He had come out of Judea into Galilee.
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CHAPTER 5

When 1 was young, I must confess, I had a sweet tooth for candy and
cookies. My stepfather kept a ‘secret” stash of sweets, which I would sneak
into his room to raid whenever he was away. He was clever, though; he
started counting his goodies. Needless to say, I got busted. The punishment
wasn’t too severe at first, and I must admit I got off pretty lightly.

As I grew into a teenager, I really started to push the boundaries with my
stepdad. Interestingly, the punishments became increasingly severe. Yes, |
experienced the 'red bottom rash" a few times. Each time, he warned me,
"Let this be a lesson for you now, because next time it will be twice as bad."
[ tested that theory only twice. After those experiences, I understood what
it meant to be "half-killed." By the age of 17, T had finally figured it out.

Sometimes, we just don't know how to accept mercy and heed warnings.

Some of us must learn the hard way.

The Pool of Bethesda

1 Sometime later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals.
2 Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic
is called Bethesda [meaning the “House of Mercy”] and which is
surrounded by five /the number 5 tends to represent “mercy and or
grace” in the Bible] covered colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled
people used to lie--the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. /This pool was used
for ceremonial cleansing and was very large. During a festival, there
could be up to a thousand people around it.] 5 One who was there had
been an invalid for thirty-eight years. /the exact time it took Israel to get
to the promise land from the Mt Carmel - typically known as 40 years.
But in the Bible this number represents a transition or change. /6 When
Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for
a long time, he asked him, "Do you want to get well? fone would think
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there is an obvious answer to this odd question. But not everyone really
wants to be well when they live for so long with an issue. It can, for
many, become part of their life. Wellness would mean immediate and

drastic change in many ways|

7 'Sir," the invalid replied, 'I have no one to help me /Notice he puts his

faith in others not God.]into the pool when the water is stirred /waiting

for circumstance to change instead of going to God]. While I am trying

to get in, someone else /and again his excuses his inability instead of

Gods ability[ goes down ahead of me." /Notice he never just answered
YES to the question. Only justified excuses for not being well.] 8 Then
Jesus said to him, 'Get up! Pick up your mat and walk." /the command, the
opportunity] 9 At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and
walked. /He still had to put action/faith to the realize the healing. | The
day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10 and so the Jewish leaders
said to the man who had been healed, 'It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you

to carry your mat." /The cripple had to be known, as he was there for 38

years. Yet the legal eagles focused more about the minor instead of
celebrating the major mercy healing. [ 11 But he replied, "'The man who

made me well said to me, 'Pick up your mat and walk.' " /how many times

do we point at others when challenged by others.]

12 So they asked him, "Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and
walk?" 13 The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had
slipped away into the crowd that was there. 14 Later Jesus found him at the

temple and said to him, 'See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something

worse may happen to you.' /we see a little more insight on why the

cripple was cripple. This implies that his condition may have been
caused by some act of sin. And it was grace and mercy that restored
him. But Jesus also warns him (and us) that many times grace covers us
from sin, but when we continue to sin, and take that mercy for granted

and continue to sin, the Father may allow us to suffer more in order to

27



GOSPEL OF JOHN

get through to us. /15 The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that

it was Jesus who had made him well. /The approval of man was still very
much on the mind of the cripple. Seems he may not have taken Jesus’

warning too seriously. |
The Authority of the Son

16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish
leaders began to persecute him. 17 In his defense Jesus said to them, "My

Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working.’

18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he
breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making
himself equal with God. 19 Jesus gave them this answer: 'Very truly I tell
you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his
Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For
the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show
him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21 For just
as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life

to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but

has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as

they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the

Father, who sent him.

24 "Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent

me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death

to life. 25 Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the
dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26
For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have
life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the
Son of Man. 28 "Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who
are in their graves will hear his voice 29 and come out--those who have done

what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise
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to be condemned. 30 By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and

my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.
Testimonies About Jesus

31 "If T testify about myself, my testimony is not true. 32 There is another
who testifies in my favor, and I know that his testimony about me is true.
33 "You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. 34 Not that I
accept human testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. 35 John
was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his
light. 36 'T have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that
the Father has given me to finish--the very works that I am doing--testify
that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father who sent me has himself
testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form,

38 nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent.

[therefore if you DO believe in the one He sent, you WILL be able to
hear his voice, and His word WILL dwell within you. That is the
relationship with God.] 39 You study the Scriptures diligently because
you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures
that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to have life.

41 'Tdo not accept glory from human beings, 42 but I know you. I know
that you do not have the love of God in your hearts. 43 T have come in my
Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his
own name, you will accept him. 44 How can you believe since you accept
glory from one another but do not seek the glory that comes from the only
God? 45 "But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your
accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. 46 If you believed Moses,
you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 47 But since you do not
believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?"
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CHAPTER 6

[ started my adult life very poor. I recall a particularly cold winter in
Houston, TX, when it froze. My apartment had no heat, so I had to burn
newspapers to stay warm. My brother and I ran out of food, and we resorted
to making biscuits from flour and water. I remember thinking, “I wish I
could have a life where I didn’t have to worry about heat or food.” As I grew
older and wiser, that changed—amazing what getting a job can do for you.
Shortly after that, I thought, “Man, if T could only afford a brand-new car,
then I would be successful in life.” Not long afterward, I bought one. After
two decades living in an apartment, I remember thinking, “If I could just
own a house, my very own ‘bricks’, I would have truly arrived.” That dream
too became a reality. Then, of course, I thought, “If T could ever make $2,000
amonth, I would achieve middle-class status and really fulfill the American

dream!” That too was achieved.

Have you ever noticed how our appetites are never satisfied? For even once

we are full, within a few short hours, we crave more again and again.

ASV Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

1 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee
(that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people followed him
because they saw the signs he had performed by healing the sick. 3 Then

Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples.

4 The Jewish Passover Festival was near. 5 When Jesus looked up and saw
a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy
bread for these people to eat?" 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already
had in mind what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, "It would take
more than half a year's wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a
bite!" 8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up,

9 "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves /remember the number 5 in
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the Bible tends to point to GRACE and MERCY] and two small fish,
[The number 2 in the Bible tens to point to unity and
division/multiplication - i.e. marriage and birth] but how far will they

g0 among so many?"’

10 Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." There was plenty of grass in that
place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were there). 11 Jesus
then took the loaves /bread symbolizing life], gave thanks, and distributed
to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with
the fish. 12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples,
‘Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted." /This act of

grace and mercy with bread (a symbol of life) should never be wasted
or taken for granted. ALL grace and mercy should be used to the fullest
for others.[ 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the
pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. /the more
grace and mercy you share with others, the more grace and mercy
grows. [14 After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say,
'Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world." [Jesus met their

practical needs, and they were filled in a practical way.]

15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force,

withdrew again to a mountain by himself. /7his is a warning to us to not
Just look at the practical elements of life. The crowd missed the message
and person completely because they only focused on their “right now”
desires. Like when we chase all the material items of life. What
influences do we allow in our lives just to “get” that next thing that

tickles our eyes.|

[The rest of the chapter is Jesus trying to make this same point. In a
much better way than I can. Read on...|

Jesus Walks on the Water

16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 17 where they
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got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was
dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. 18 A strong wind was blowing and
the waters grew rough. 19 When they had rowed about three or four miles,
they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were
frightened. 20 But he said to them, ‘It is I; don't be afraid.” 21 Then they were
willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the

shore where they were heading.

22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the opposite shore of the lake
realized that only one boat had been there, and that Jesus had not entered
it with his disciples, but that they had gone away alone. 23 Then some boats
from Tiberias landed near the place where the people had eaten the bread
after the Lord had given thanks. 24 Once the crowd realized that neither
Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to

Capernaum in search of Jesus.
Jesus the Bread of Life

25 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him,
'Rabbi, when did you get here?" 26 Jesus answered, "Very truly I tell you,
you are looking for me, not because you saw the signs I performed but
because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 27 Do not work for food that
spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will

give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.” 28
Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?* 29

Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."

30 So they asked him, "What sign then will you give that we may see it and
believe you? What will you do? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the

wilderness; as it is written: 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”

32 Jesus said to them, "Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given
you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread

from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the bread that comes down from
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heaven and gives life to the world." 34 "Sir," they said, "always give us this
bread." 35 Then Jesus declared, 'I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to

me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.
36 But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 37 All

those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will

never drive away. 38 For [ have come down from heaven not to do my will
but to do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who

sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them

up at the last day. 40 For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the

Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at
the last day.’

Rejected by His Own

41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, 'l am
the bread that came down from heaven." 42 They said, 'Is this not Jesus, the
son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, '1

came down from heaven"?"'

43 'Stop grumbling among yourselves," Jesus answered. 44 "No one can
come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them
up at the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: They will all be taught
by God." Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from him comes
to me. 46 No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only
he has seen the Father. 47 Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has

eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your ancestors ate the manna in the

wilderness, yet they died. 50 But here is the bread that comes down from

heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. 51 I am the living bread that

came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This

bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world."

52 Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, "How can this
man give us his flesh to eat?" 53 Jesus said to them, "Very truly I tell you,
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unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no
life in you. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life,
and I will raise them up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is real food and my
blood is real drink. 56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains
in me, and I in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because
of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is
the bread that came down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died,
but whoever feeds on this bread will live forever." 59 He said this while

teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.
Many Disciples Desert Jesus

60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, "This is a hard teaching. Who

can accept it?" 61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus
said to them, "Does this offend you? 62 Then what if you see the Son of Man
ascend to where he was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for
nothing. The words I have spoken to you--they are full of the Spirit and life.

64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe." For Jesus had known from

the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 65

He went on to say, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless
the Father has enabled them."

66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed

him. 67 "You do not want to leave too, do you?" Jesus asked the Twelve. 68
Simon Peter answered him, 'Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words
of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and to know that you are the
Holy One of God." 70 Then Jesus replied, "Have I not chosen you, the
Twelve? Yet one of you is a devill" 71 (He meant Judas, the son of Simon

Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray him.)
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CHAPTER 7

Below, we'll read about the Jews traveling to Jerusalem for the Feast of
Tabernacles (Booths), one of the three feasts all males were required to
attend annually, a tradition dating back to the time of Moses. This got me
thinking: how many actually reflected on the real REASON for this feast
each year? Or had it just become a ritual, something they felt obligated to
do, akin to going to church on Sunday? What brings you to church each
Sunday? What are your goals? What do you hope to gain from it?

I've encountered several believers who don’t attend church. This raises a
similar question: Why do you do what you do?

Those Jews who attended the feast out of tradition missed out on
something extraordinary. Christ himself was there, walking among them,
yet because they weren't there with the right intentions, they missed him

completely.

This is equally true for those who attend church just to ‘check a religious
box." They go through the motions but miss encountering Jesus. It also
applies to those who avoid church, trying to 'find God" on their own terms,

yet still missing out on Jesus.

So, how do we ensure we don't miss Him? It starts with asking ourselves,
"Why am I doing what I am doing? Is it about me, or is it about Him who
loved me and gave Himself up for me?" What truly motivates me in my

actions?

Being honest with ourselves about these questions can significantly affect

our ability to recognize Him when He moves among us.

ASV Jesus Goes to the Festival of Tabernacles

1 After this, Jesus went around in Galilee. He did not want to go about in

Judea because the Jewish leaders there were looking for a way to kill him. 2
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But when the Jewish Festival of Tabernacles was near, 3 Jesus' brothers said
to him, "Leave Galilee and go to Judea, so that your disciples there may see
the works you do. 4 No one who wants to become a public figure acts in
secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world." 5 For

even his own brothers did not believe in him.

6 Therefore Jesus told them, "My time is not yet here; for you any time will
do. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that its
works are evil. 8 You go to the festival. I am not going up to this festival,
because my time has not yet fully come." 9 After he had said this, he stayed
in Galilee.

10 However, after his brothers had left for the festival, he went also, not
publicly, but in secret. 11 Now at the festival the Jewish leaders were
watching for Jesus and asking, "Where is he?" 12 Among the crowds there
was widespread whispering about him. Some said, "He is a good man.’
Others replied, 'No, he deceives the people." 13 But no one would say
anything publicly about him for fear of the leaders.

Jesus Teaches at the Festival

14 Not until halfway through the festival did Jesus go up to the temple
courts and begin to teach. 15 The Jews there were amazed and asked, "How
did this man get such learning without having been taught?" 16 Jesus
answered, "My teaching is not my own. It comes from the one who sent me.
17 Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my
teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 18 Whoever
speaks on their own does so to gain personal glory, but he who seeks the
glory of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about
him. 19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the law.
Why are you trying to kill me?'

20 "You are demon-possessed,” the crowd answered. "Who is trying to kill

you?" 21 Jesus said to them, 'I did one miracle, and you are all amazed. 22
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Yet, because Moses gave you circumcision (though actually it did not come
from Moses, but from the patriarchs), you circumcise a boy on the Sabbath.
23 Now if a boy can be circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of Moses
may not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing a man's whole

body on the Sabbath? 24 Stop judging by mere appearances, but instead

judge correctly."

Division Over Who Jesus is

25 At that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask, "Isn't this the
man they are trying to kill? 26 Here he is, speaking publicly, and they are
not saying a word to him. Have the authorities really concluded that he is
the Messiah? 27 But we know where this man is from; when the Messiah

comes, no one will know where he is from."

28 Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple courts, cried out, 'Yes, you know
me, and you know where I am from. I am not here on my own authority, but
he who sent me is true. You do not know him, 29 but I know him because I

am from him and he sent me."

30 At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him, because
his hour had not yet come. 31 Still, many in the crowd believed in him. They
said, "When the Messiah comes, will he perform more signs than this man?"

Jesus and the Religious Leaders

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such things about him. Then
the chief priests and the Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest him. 33 Jesus
said, 'T am with you for only a short time, and then I am going to the one
who sent me. 34 You will look for me, but you will not find me; and where

[ am, you cannot come."

35 The Jews said to one another, "Where does this man intend to go that we
cannot find him? Will he go where our people live scattered among the
Greeks, and teach the Greeks? 36 What did he mean when he said, "You will
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look for me, but you will not find me, and "Where I am, you cannot come'?’

37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud
voice, "Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever
believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from
within them." 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in
him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given,

since Jesus had not yet been glorified.

40 On hearing his words, some of the people said, "Surely this man is the
Prophet." 41 Others said, "He is the Messiah." Still others asked, "How can
the Messiah come from Galilee? 42 Does not Scripture say that the Messiah
will come from David's descendants and from Bethlehem, the town where
David lived?" 43 Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. 44 Some

wanted to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him.
Unbelief of the Jewish Leaders

45 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and the
Pharisees, who asked them, "Why didn't you bring him in?" 46 "No one ever
spoke the way this man does," the guards replied. 47 "You mean he has
deceived you also?" the Pharisees retorted. 48 "Have any of the rulers or of
the Pharisees believed in him? 49 No! But this mob that knows nothing of

the law--there is a curse on them."

50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own
number, asked, 51 "Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him
to find out what he has been doing?" 52 They replied, "Are you from Galilee,
too? Look into it, and you will find that a prophet does not come out of
Galilee." 53 Then they all went home,

38



GOSPEL OF JOHN

CHAPTER 8

After many years, I must confess that I've had my fair share of blunders. I've
had some real bonehead moments that I still can't believe I actually went
through with. Conversely, I've also witnessed others making some pretty
big mistakes. I've been on both the giving and receiving end of poor choices,

and [ suspect you can relate.

This chapter opens with a well-known verse about a woman caught in the
very act of adultery. The legal experts of the day, aiming to trap Jesus,
brought her before him to ask if she should be stoned as the law dictated.

Who do you see yourself as in this story? The woman or the Pharisees? We
might like to think we're like Jesus, but let's be real—we're not the Son of
God, so let's take that off the table. If we're being honest, there are only two
roles we might play here. And truthfully, it's both. We begin as the woman,
for we all sin and thus, by the law, deserve death. But I'm sure I'm not alone
in occasionally playing the Pharisee, too. I've judged others, seen people
commit acts I deemed wrong, and felt a self-righteous urge to see them pay.

Yet, Jesus had a different approach. He knew the woman had broken the
law and deserved the prescribed punishment of death. But the truth is, we
all break the law in some way; we all merit the same fate. However, Jesus
had a different plan—to offer life instead of the death we earned, hope
instead of despair. He presented a way where the law offered none.

ASV The Adulteress

1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 At dawn he appeared again in the
temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down
to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a
woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said
to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the

Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?"
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[The Law also states that both the man and woman were to be stoned.
Yet no man was brought in, only the woman.| 6 They were using this
question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent
down and started to write on the ground with his finger. /no one knows

what Jesus wrote|

7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them,
'Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.'
/1 always picture Jesus picking up a stone and showing it to the group.
For there was ONLY ONE in that room who could pick up a stone —
that would be Jesus. ] 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.
[There is only one other place that the Bible records Jesus/God writing
twice.... That would be the Ten Commandments given to Moses.
Interesting/9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the
older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing
there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has

no one condemned you?"

11 "No one, Lord," she said. /The word kyrious translated over 700 times
as “Lord” the woman recognized and confessed Jesus as Lord.] "Then
neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared./“THEN?” is a qualifier of his
RIGHT to stone her. I always picture Jesus dropping the stone that he
had the RIGHT to throw yet choose grace and forgiveness instead]'Go
now and leave your life of sin." /This is the picture of the purpose of Jesus’
coming. Not to destroy people for breaking the law, but to give them a
hope of redemption of the Law. We are all this woman, with this same

choice]

The rest of this chapter Jesus expounds on his Lordship to the dead of
heart. The religious and hard hearted. But there is much comfort to

those who believe in Him.

Dispute Over Jesus’ Testimony
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12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, 'T am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life." 13 The Pharisees challenged him, "Here you are, appearing as

your own witness; your testimony is not valid."

14 Jesus answered, "Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid,
for I know where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea
where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge by human standards;
[ pass judgment on no one. 16 But if I do judge, my decisions are true,
because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me. 17 In your
own Law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is true. 18 [ am
one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me.
19 Then they asked him, "Where is your father?" "You do not know me or
my Father," Jesus replied. 'If you knew me, you would know my Father

also."

20 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple courts near the place
where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because his hour had

not yet come.
Dispute Over Who Jesus Is

21 Once more Jesus said to them, 'Tam going away, and you will look for me,
and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come." 22 This made
the Jews ask, "Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, "Where I go, you
cannot come'?’ 23 But he continued, "You are from below; I am from above.
You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would
die in your sins; if you do not believe that T am he, you will indeed die in

your sins.’

25 "Who are you?' they asked. 'Just what I have been telling you from the
beginning," Jesus replied. 26 'T have much to say in judgment of you. But he
who sent me is trustworthy, and what I have heard from him T tell the
world." 27 They did not understand that he was telling them about his
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Father. 28 So Jesus said, "When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you
will know that I am he and that I do nothing on my own but speak just
what the Father has taught me. 29 The one who sent me is with me; he has
not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him." 30 Even as he spoke,

many believed in him.
Dispute Over Whose Children Jesus’ Opponents Are

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, 'If you hold to my teaching,
you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth
will set you free." 33 They answered him, "We are Abraham's descendants
and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set
free?" 34 Jesus replied, "Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to
sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs

to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
Abraham’s Seed and Satan

37 I know that you are Abraham's descendants. Yet you are looking for a
way to kill me, because you have no room for my word. 38 I am telling you
what I have seen in the Father's presence, and you are doing what you have
heard from your father." 39 'Abraham is our father," they answered. 'If you
were Abraham's children," said Jesus, "then you would do what Abraham
did. 40 As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you
the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 41 You
are doing the works of your own father." "We are not illegitimate children,’
they protested. "The only Father we have is God himself."

42 Jesus said to them, 'If God were your Father, you would love me, for I
have come here from God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. 43
Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what
[ say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your
father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the

truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native
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language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth,
you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am
telling the truth, why don't you believe me? 47 Whoever belongs to God
hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong
to God.'

Jesus’ Claims About Himself

48 The Jews answered him, "Aren't we right in saying that you are a
Samaritan and demon-possessed?"’ 49 'l am not possessed by a demon," said
Jesus, 'but I honor my Father and you dishonor me. 50 I am not seeking
glory for myself; but there is one who secks it, and he is the judge. 51 Very

truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see death."

52 At this they exclaimed, "Now we know that you are demon-possessed!
Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your
word will never taste death. 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham?
He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?" 54 Jesus
replied, 'If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you
claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me. 55 Though you do not know
him, T know him. If I said T did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know
him and obey his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of

seeing my day; he saw it and was glad."

57 "You are not yet fifty years old," they said to him, "and you have seen
Abraham!" 58 "Very truly I tell you," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was
born, I am!" 59 At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid
himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.
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CHAPTER 9

I've encountered quite a few stubborn individuals in my life. Several years
ago, while working for a trucking company, I was reviewing driver footage
when an alert popped up. The camera captured a driver speeding, his left
foot nonchalantly hanging out the window, and he was texting with a
bright red cell phone. I asked the driver to come in for a review. When he
arrived, still wearing the same green jersey with a big white number 12, I
asked if he had his cell phone. He produced the bright red phone. I told him
I wanted him to watch a video that had come in a few hours earlier. As the
footage played, showing all the earlier described actions, he watched
intently and then confidently said, "That’s not me." Surprised, I replayed the
video and he repeated, ‘That’s not me." I pointed out the truck number and
his jersey, both matching, and yet he persisted, "That’s not me." I even
pointed to the cell phone in his hand, but his denial remained firm.
Eventually, T asked directly, 'So, youre saying this isn’t your face in the
video?" Again, "That’s not me."

Needless to say, we parted ways that day. If he had acknowledged the facts,
he might have just received a warning. Instead, his stubbornness closed the
door on any potential growth. We all make mistakes; sometimes, we are
even passionate about beliefs that may turn out to be incorrect. The popular
notion that "Your truth is your truth" doesn't hold up as actual truth. Those
who truly seek to grow in truth understand that they must adapt when they
encounter real truth. Those who refuse to adapt live in ignorance, missing

out on the incredible blessings God has in store for them.

ASV Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind

1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked
him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?'
/It was a Jewish teaching that pre-natal sin was possible. And the idea
that BAD only happens when we sin (though I am not sure how they
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explain the book of JOB)/

3 "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, /Birth defects are
sometimes due to sinful behavior of the parents, but far more often it is
due to simply mankind’s fallen condition in general. We live in a fallen,
imperfect world. ] "but this happened so that the works of God might be
displayed in him. /This does not mean God deliberately CAUSED the
child blindness, but rather thatr GOD overruled the fallen condition to
reveal the Glory of God and hope to this man and mankind in general.]
4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is
coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of

the world.’

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva,
and put it on the man's eyes. [Jesus made a type of clay, which in the
Jewish interpretation of the Sabbath law, it was forbidden to make
clay.[7 'Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means
'Sent"). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 8 His
neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, "Isn't this
the same man who used to sit and beg?" 9 Some claimed that he was. Others
said, 'No, he only looks like him." But he himself insisted, I am the man." 10
"How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. 11 He replied, "The man they
call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam
and wash. So [ went and washed, and then I could see.’ 12 "Where is this

man?' they asked him. 'T don't know," he said.
The Pharisees Investigate the Healing

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the
day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a
Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his
sight. "He put mud on my eyes," the man replied, ‘and I washed, and now I
see." [We can see in Acts 9:18 scales also fell off Paul’s eyes and he
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received his sight. This too, shows the first example of a hardening
covering blind eyes, which after being removed brough sight... And
spiritual sight, something the Jewish leaders did not have.]

16 Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the Sabbath." /The law keepers EXPANDED the law of the Sabbath
by adding restrictions. But they were so convinced that their “rules”
were right that they could not, would not consider anything BUT their
position. Therefore, Jesus MUST be wrong and therefore a sinner. | But
others asked, "How can a sinner perform such signs?" So they were divided.
17 Then they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say about
him? It was your eyes he opened." The man replied, "He is a prophet." 18
They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight

until they sent for the man's parents. 19 'Is this your son?" they asked. 'Is

this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?"

20 "We know he is our son," the parents answered, ‘and we know he was
born blind. 21 But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don't
know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself." 22 His parents said
this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had
decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would
be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, 'He is of age;

ask him."

24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. ‘Give glory
to God by telling the truth," they said. "We know this man is a sinner." 25
He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do
know. I was blind but now I see!" 26 Then they asked him, "What did he do
to you? How did he open your eyes?" 27 He answered, 'l have told you
already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you
want to become his disciples too?" 28 Then they hurled insults at him and
said, "You are this fellow's disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know
that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don't even know where
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he comes from."

30 The man answered, "Now that is remarkable! You don't know where he
comes from, yet he opened my eyes. /sometimes even the most ignorant
child-like logic can break the hardest scholarly logic.[31 We know that
God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his
will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33
If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." 34 To this they replied,
"You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!" And they threw

him out.
Spiritual Blindness

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he
said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?' 36 "Who is he, sir?* the man asked.
"Tell me so that I may believe in him." 37 Jesus said, "You have now seen him;

in fact, he is the one speaking with you." 38 Then the man said, 'Lord, I

believe," and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said,'For judgment I have come

into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become

blind." 40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked,
"What? Are we blind too?" 41 Jesus said, 'If you were blind, you would not

be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.
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CHAPTER 10

When I was young, my family visited Six Flags Over Texas (known as
Astroworld at the time) in Houston, Texas. It was a child's paradise with
rides, games, and excitement everywhere. My older brother and I wanted
to ride a particular ride, but our younger siblings couldn't join because they
were too small. My dad placed us in line and said he'd meet us afterward at
a specific spot. After an hour's wait, we rode and then exited, looking for
the spot our dad had shown us. The crowd was dense, and everyone was
bustling about. Unable to find our father, my brother and I began to feel
nervous and scared. Then, from the midst of the crowd, we heard, 'Sons!
John, Tim! Boys!" We recognized his voice above all the noise and quickly
found him. I remember feeling a profound sense of safety and assurance at

that moment—we had been found.

['ve met many who say, 'I don’t need to go to church," or 'I don’t need others
to tell me about God," or even 'I don’t see any real benefit of praying." It
always saddens me to hear this because they miss a crucial element of
knowing God—relationship. How could I have recognized my father’s
voice in that crowd if I hadn't spent time getting to know him and his voice?
That’s the real benefit of reading the Bible regularly, attending church, and
praying often. It's not about appearing religious, giving money, or any other

superficial aspect. It’s all about knowing Him and recognizing His voice.

Think about this: Why can you recognize some people on the phone as soon
as they say "Hello," but not others? Your relationship with God is no
different.

ASV - The Good Shepard and His Sheep

1 'Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen
by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The
one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper
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opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own
sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own,

he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his

voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away

from him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice." 6 Jesus used this
figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling
them.

The Good Shepherd

7 Therefore Jesus said again, "Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep
have not listened to them. /without knowing HIS voice, we CAN be lead

astray. |9 1am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will
come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and

kill and destroy: /This is the mission of the devil, his followers, and those

deceived by his voice. |1 have come that they may have life, and have it to

the full.

11 'T am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep.
So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away.
Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away
because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 'Tam the good
shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- 15 just as the Father

knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 T
have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They
too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.
[Jesus is speaking to Jews here and refers to Gentiles (non-jews) that
will soon have access to the Promises of God. |

17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it

up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I
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have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This
command I received from my Father." 19 The Jews who heard these words
were again divided. 20 Many of them said, "He is demon-possessed and
raving mad. Why listen to him?" 21 But others said, "These are not the
sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the

blind?"
Further Conflict Over Jesus’ Claim

22 Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and
Jesus was in the temple courts walking in Solomon's Colonnade. 24 The
Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, "How long will you keep

us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.'

25 Jesus answered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in

my Father's name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you
are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they
follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one

will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me,

is greater than all: no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. 30 I and

the Father are one."

Renewed Efforts to Stone Jesus

31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus
said to them, 'T have shown you many good works from the Father. For
which of these do you stone me?* 33 "We are not stoning you for any good
work," they replied, "but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to
be God.'

34 Jesus answered them, 'Ts it not written in your Law, T have said you are
'gods" ? 35 If he called them 'gods, to whom the word of God came--and
Scripture cannot be set aside-- 36 what about the one whom the Father set

apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me
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of blasphemy because I said, Tam God's Son? 37 Do not believe me unless I
do the works of my Father. 38 But if I do them, even though you do not
believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the
Father is in me, and I in the Father." 39 Again they tried to seize him, but he
escaped their grasp.

40 Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where John had
been baptizing in the early days. There he stayed, 41 and many people came
to him. They said, "Though John never performed a sign, all that John said

about this man was true." 42 And in that place many believed in Jesus.
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CHAPTER 11

Sometimes life takes unexpected turns. I often hear, "Why do bad things
happen to good people?” The answer is simple in theory but difficult to
accept. It's hard for our minds to grasp and even harder to accept when we
are directly affected. However, one thing is certain: it's never a surprise to
God. He has a greater plan for our lives than we can understand. This
knowledge may not always bring immediate comfort, but faith sometimes
means trusting Him even when we don't understand. We can be sure of
this: God loves us and wants the best for us. This life is merely a seed pod
for the eternal life He has planned for us. For those who believe in who He

is, a much better life awaits.

ASV — The Death of Lazarus

1 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of
Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay
sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet
with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, 'Lord, the one you love is

sick.”

4 When he heard this, Jesus said, "This sickness will not end in death. No,
it is for God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it." /Lazarus

was already dead when Jesus said this but knew too a plan was in
motion/5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when

he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, /we

sometimes wonder why God does not answer immediately when we
call This is a reminder that God has a bigger plan than we can
sometimes understand. |7 and then he said to his disciples, "Let us go back
to Judea.'

8 'But Rabbi," they said, "a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you,

and yet you are going back?" 9 Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours
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of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will not stumble, for they see
by this world's light. 10 It is when a person walks at night that they stumble,
for they have nolight." [Jesus spoke of the hours of daylight, those related
to HIS TIME on earth doing His Father’s purpose. During that daylight
time no harm can come to him. Not until the nighttime. ] 11 After he had
said this, he went on to tell them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; /this
term has only been used in the Bible with regards to Believers. And its

meaning is best explained in vs 25. [but | am going there to wake him up.’

12 His disciples replied, 'Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better." 13 Jesus had
been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.
14 So then he told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am

glad T was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him." /It was

not that his disciples did not believe in who Jesus was. But rather their
belief would be taken to a new level Much like our relationship with
the Father, our belief grows the more our relationship with Jesus
grows. /16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the
disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him."

Jesus Comforts the Sisters of Lazarus

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for

four days. /There was a Jewish superstition that the soul remained near
the body for 3 days. Therefore, it was accepted that after 4 days there
was absolutely no hope of resuscitation. [ 18 Now Bethany was less than
two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary

to comfort them in the loss of their brother.

20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him,
but Mary stayed at home. 21 "Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been
here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God
will give you whatever you ask." 23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise

again." 24 Martha answered, 'T know he will rise again in the resurrection
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at the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, 'T am /not “I have”] the resurrection

and the life. The one who believes in me will live, /promise/ even though

they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you

believe this?' /While humanity in general fears death, the Christian can
only fear dying. We, Believers, never die, but simply make an instant
transition from an old life to a new life that is abundantly more than we

could ever ask or hope. Therefore, the question Jesus asked Martha, he

asks us all even today. What will your response be?] 27 "Yes, Lord," she
replied, 'I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come

into the world.’
Jesus and Death, the Last Enemy

28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside.
"The Teacher is here," she said, "and is asking for you." 29 When Mary heard
this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered
the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 When
the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed
how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was
going to the tomb to mourn there.

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at
his feet and said, 'Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died." /[Knowing the tender relationship Mary had with Jesus, this is not
a criticism of Jesus, but more than likely a statement of fact of her faith
in _Jesus.] 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come
along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled.

[The Bible records that the wage of sin is death. Death therefore is a
reminder of sin in the world. And death brings with it much mourning
and sadness. Satan comes to steal, kill, and destroy. Jesus was moved by
all the sadness... but he KNEW he was going to raise Lazarus, but what

he witnessed was the effects of a fallen world and how the results hurt
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so many. It is more accurate to say Jesus was deeply moved and “angry”.
Angry at the destruction and power of the enemy of humanity which
causes such grief. | 34 "Where have you laid him?" he asked. 'Come and see,
Lord," they replied.

35 Jesus wept. [Jesus was still a man. He shows there is no sin or shame

in tears. Jesus loved people.]

36 Then the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 37 But some of them said,
'Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man
from dying?"

Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a
stone laid across the entrance. 39 "Take away the stone," he said. 'But, Lord,’
said Martha, the sister of the dead man, "by this time there is a bad odor, for
he has been there four days." /Decomposition would have begun already]

40 Then Jesus said, 'Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the
glory of God?" 41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and
said, 'Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always
hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they
may believe that you sent me." 43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a
loud voice, 'Lazarus, come out!" [Jesus spoke directly to the dead body of
Lazarus as if he were alive because Jesus is God and he speaks life into
that which he desires. He is the creator of all life. He called him by name,
otherwise all the dead in this tomb would have come forth. |44 The dead
man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth

around his face. Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him
go."
The Plot to Kill Jesus

45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen
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what Jesus did, believed in him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees
and told them what Jesus had done. 47 Then the chief priests and the
Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. "What are we accomplishing?"
they asked. 'Here is this man performing many signs. 48 If we let him go on
like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and

take away both our temple and our nation."

49 Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke

up, "You know nothing at alll 50 You do not realize that it is better for you

that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish." 51 He

did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that

Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, 52 and not only for that nation but

also for the scattered children of God, to bring them together and make

them one. /The prophesy was from God and became true. But the heart
of the one who prophesied twisted it into something more selfish. God
can even use the mouth of the wicked to make His truth known to the

world. An ironic twist for those who plot against God’s will and
purpose. |

53 So from that day on they plotted to take his life. 54 Therefore Jesus no
longer moved about publicly among the people of Judea. Instead he
withdrew to a region near the wilderness, to a village called Ephraim, where
he stayed with his disciples.

55 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, many went up from
the country to Jerusalem for their ceremonial cleansing before the Passover.
56 They kept looking for Jesus, and as they stood in the temple courts they
asked one another, "What do you think? Isn't he coming to the festival at
all?" 57 But the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that anyone
who found out where Jesus was should report it so that they might arrest

him.
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CHAPTER 12

My wife loves puzzles, and so do her sister and her girlfriends. Maybe it’s a
“girl thing”—I'm okay with them, but they're not exactly my passion. The
amusing part about puzzles is how you start with unknown pieces, trying
to fit one into another. The more pieces you fit together, the clearer the

picture becomes. That concept alone could preach many sermons.

John chapter 12 is like that. In this chapter, we see many pieces come
together, clarifying the picture of the Messiah. It's packed with
substance—each sentence is so rich in prophecy and historical accuracy
that one could spend many days delving into them. I'll add my two pence,
hoping to help piece together this wonderful puzzle.

Jesus Anointed at Bethany

1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived,
whom Jesus had raised from the dead. /We are 2 way through the Gospel
of John, and this begins the last week prior to the death and burial of
Jesus. John is the only Gospel to devote 50% of his book to the
significant event.] 2 Here a dinner was given in Jesus' honor. Martha
served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him.
[ They were more than likely still celebrating Lazarus restoration to life]
3 Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she
poured it on Jesus' feet and wiped his feet /ro attend to the feet was that
task of the lowliest slave. That was the position Mary took with Jesus
in this act of pure worship. [ with her hair. [Proverbs 16:31 says the hair
is the drown of a woman’s glory, Mary used her crown and put it before
the feet of Jesus. Which we will also do at the Bema seat of Christ. - a
place where we are given our rewards (crowns) only to given them back
to the Lord.] And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
[Jesus was given this similar gift when he was a baby.... Gold (used by
royalty) Frankincense (used in Priesthood) and Myrrh (used in death)]
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4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him,
objected, 5 "Why wasn't this perfume sold and the money given to the poor?
It was worth a year's wages." 6 He did not say this because he cared about
the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to
help himself to what was put into it. /the love of money is the root of all
evil, not matter how NOBLE one claims it to be.|

7 'Leave her alone," Jesus replied. "It was intended that she should save this
perfume for the day of my burial. /Jesus defends Mary’s gift for he was
the only one who realized at this time, it was a burial anointment/8 You

will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.
The Plot to Kill Lazarus

9 Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and
came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised
from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11
for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and
believing in him. /The chief Priest were Sadducees and did not believe
in the resurrection. Therefore Lazarus was an extreme embarrassment

to their doctrine. |
Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King

12 The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that
Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. /During this time Lambs without
blemish were brought in Jerusalem. Right under their noses, THE
SPOTLESS LAMB was arriving, in fulfillment of Daniel’s Prophesy that
stated 483 years after Jerusalem was order to be rebuilt the Messiah
would enter Jerusalem. To the very day! Daniel 9:20-23 It is worth to
note no other day in all history can fulfill this small window of time. |13
They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, "Hosanna!"
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Blessed is the king of

Israel”
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14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: 15 "Do not be
afraid, Daughter Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey's colt.’
[The colt was another fulfillment of prophecy (Zachariah 9:9)] 16 At
first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified
did they realize that these things had been written about him and that these

things had been done to him. /Many times in life we are unaware that

God is moving in our life until afterwards, and we reflect on the events. |

17 Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb
and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. 18 Many
people, because they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out
to meet him. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, "See, this is getting us

nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!"
Jesus Predicts His Death

20 Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at
the festival.21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with
arequest. "Sir," they said, "we would like to see Jesus." 22 Philip went to tell
Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.

23 Jesus replied, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24
Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it
remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. /Several
times before Jesus mentioned that “it was not my time”, now that time
HAD come for him to fulfill the fulness of his purpose. [ 25 Anyone who
loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world
will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and
where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who

serves me.
Jesus Predicts His Death on the Cross

27 "Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save me from
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this hour”? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father,

glorify your name!" Then a voice came from heaven, 'T have glorified it, and

will glorify it again." 29 The crowd that was there and heard it said it had
thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. /7his is the THIRD
audible Divine testimony to Jesus’ status as the Son of God after his

baptism and His transfiguration]

30 Jesus said, "This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31 Now is the time
for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world /Satan/will be
driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people
to myself." 33 He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. 34
The crowd spoke up, "We have heard from the Law that the Messiah will
remain forever, so how can you say, 'The Son of Man must be lifted up?
Who is this 'Son of Man?"'

35 Then Jesus told them, "You are going to have the light just a little while
longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you.
Whoever walks in the dark does not know where they are going. 36 Believe
in the light while you have the light, so that you may become children of
light." When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them.

Belief and Unbelief Among the Jews

37 Even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence, they still
would not believe in him. /another prophecy fulfilled Isaiah 53:1 and 6:9-
10/ 38 This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet: '‘Lord, who has

believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?"

39 For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere:
40 'He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts, so they can neither
see with their eyes, nor understand with their hearts, nor turn--and [ would
heal them." 41 Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus' glory and spoke about

him.
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42 Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But
because of the Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge their faith for
fear they would be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved human praise

more than praise from God.

44 Then Jesus cried out, [The last statements in_John’s Gospel of Jesus
teaching to the public] “Whoever believes in me does not believe in me
only, but in the one who sent me. 45 The one who looks at me is seeing the

one who sent me. 46 I have come into the world as a light, so that no one

who believes in me should stay in darkness. 47 'If anyone hears my words

but does not keep them, I do not judge that person. For I did not come to
judge the world, but to save the world. 48 There is a judge for the one who

rejects me and does not accept my words; the very words I have spoken will
condemn them at the last day. 49 For I did not speak on my own, but the
Father who sent me commanded me to say all that I have spoken. 50 I know
that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the

Father has told me to say.’
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CHAPTER 13

There's a saying, ‘'The branch with the most fruit hangs lowest." This is
exemplified in this chapter of John. If you had only 24 hours left to live,
what would you want to impart to others? Surely, you'd want every word
to be meaningful and impactful. Reflect on each word and action Jesus
takes in the upcoming chapters. He is mere hours away from the cross,
making every phrase a poignant declaration—Jesus's final private attempt

to convey his wisdom, love, and truth to his disciples.

ASV Jesus Washes the Disciples' Feet

11t was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come
for him to leave this world and go to the Father. [Jesus’ public ministry
was over. In close to 24 hours, Jesus would hang on the cross. This was
the beginning of the end, and Jesus used these lasts hours to serve and
prepare His disciples.] Having loved his own who were in the world, he
loved them to the end.2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had
already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus
knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had
come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal,
took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After
that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet,
drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. /Jesus took the
position of the lowest servant. When he wanted to teach about
humility, he displayed it with actions. Remember Agape Love?... The
willing choice demonstrated to for the benefit of others.] 6 He came to

Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?"

7 Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will
understand.” 8 "No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet." Jesus
answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me." 9 "Then, Lord,"

Simon Peter replied, not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!"
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10 Jesus answered, ‘Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet;
their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you."
11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not

every one was clean.

12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and
returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he
asked them. 13 "You call me Teacher' and 'Lord, and rightly so, for that is
what [ am. 14 Now that L, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,

you also should wash one another's feet. 15 I have set you an example that

you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent

him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

Jesus Predicts His Betrayal

18 'T am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to

fulfill this passage of Scripture: 'He who shared my bread has turned against
me.' 19 'Tam telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen
you will believe that I am who I am. 20 Very truly I tell you, whoever accepts
anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who

sent me."

21 After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, "Very
truly I tell you, one of you is going to betray me." 22 His disciples stared at
one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. 23 One of them, the
disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 24 Simon Peter
motioned to this disciple and said, "Ask him which one he means." 25
Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, "Lord, who is it?"

20 Jesus answered, 'It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread
when T have dipped it in the dish." Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave
it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. /We know that bread is symbol of
the Bogy of Jesus, broken for our sake. Here, Jesus willing GIVES his
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body, soon to be broken, to his betrayer. Another example of the
willingness of Jesus to suffer for our sake.[27 As soon as Judas took the
bread, Satan entered into him. So Jesus told him, "What you are about to
do, do quickly.” 28 But no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this
to him. 29 Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was
telling him to buy what was needed for the festival, or to give something to
the poor. 30 As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was
night.

A New Commandment and Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial

31 When he was gone, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man is glorified and God
is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in
himself, and will glorify him at once. 33 "My children, [ will be with you only
a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you
now: Where [ am going, you cannot come. 34 'A new [literal — “fresh”/

command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must

love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,

if you love one another."

36 Simon Peter asked him, 'Lord, where are you going?" Jesus replied,
"Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later." 37
Peter asked, 'Lord, why can't I follow you now? I will lay down my life for
you." 38 Then Jesus answered, "Will you really lay down your life for me?
Very truly I tell you, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three

times!
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CHAPTER 14

Crossroads... we all encounter them, often at the most unexpected times.
Typically, these aren’t considered "pleasant” events. The decision to go
right, left, or stay the course can be daunting. Sometimes, it feels like the
only options are to turn left or right. We all have faced, or will face, these
challenging moments in life. Which way do I go? Which direction is the
right one? I can’t count how many times I've woken up, gotten dressed, and
thought today was just another day, only to be blindsided by a crossroad! A
sudden death of a family member or friend, unexpected unemployment, a
pressing financial decision, or a relationship that falls apart—suddenly, I

find myself at a crossroad, wondering which path to take next.

John 14 is the chapter to turn to and read slowly and deliberately when we
face such crossroads in life. Here, Jesus tells his disciples that they, too, are
about to face a major junction, just as he is. He informs them that his time
has come and he will be leaving them soon. Notice the comforting way he
reassures them and pay attention to the ABSOLUTE PROMISES he
outlines! This chapter is filled with definitive statements that provide clear
guidance and promises directly from God. It opens eyes, soothes troubled
hearts, and offers hope at confusing crossroads.

ASV Jesus Comforts His Disciples

1"Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.

2 My Father's house has many rooms; /absolute promise]if that were not

so, would T have told you that [ am going there to prepare a place for you?

[absolute promise] 3 And if T go and prepare a place for you, I will come

back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. /absolute

promise[4 You know the way to the place where [ am going.'
Jesus the Way to the Father

5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how
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can we know the way?" 6 Jesus answered, 'l am the way /absolute promise/

and the truth /absolute promise/and the life. /fabsolute promise]No one
comes to the Father except through me. /absolute promise]

7 1f you really know me, you will know my Father as well. /absolute

promise/ From now on, you do know him and have seen him. " /absolute
promise/ 8 Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough

for us."

9 Jesus answered: ‘Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among

you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.

[absolute promise] How can you say, 'Show us the Father? 10 Don't you
believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? /absolute

promisef[ The words [ say to you I do not speak on my own authority.

Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. /absolute
promise[1l Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is

in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves.

12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me /absolute promise]will do

the works I have been doing, /absolute promise/ and they will do even

greater things /in number/ than these, [absolute promise|because I am

going to the Father. 13 And | will do whatever you ask in my name,

[absolute promise] so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You

may ask me for anything in my name, and [ will do it. fabsolute promise -
In my name does not mean some magical trick to just add “in_Jesus
Name” to a wish and it will be granted. But “in my name” meaning in
accordance with the character of the name of Jesus. In line with his will
and commandment, which is? “The greatest of these is....” Love, against

such there is no law]
Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit

15 'If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he

will give you another advocate to help you /absolute promise]and be with
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ou forever— /absolute promise[17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him,

for he lives with you and will be in you. fabsolute promise/]18 I will not

leave you /absolute promise] as orphans; I will come to you. /absolute

promisef

19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me.

[absolute promise[Because I live, you also will live. fabsolute promise 20

On that day you will realize /absolute promise/that I am in my Father, and
you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps

them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my

Father, /absolute promisef and I too will love them and show myself to

them." /absolute promise]

22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, ‘But, Lord, why do you intend to
show yourself to us and not to the world?" 23 Jesus replied, "Anyone who
loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come
to them and make our home with them. /absolute promise] 24 Anyone

who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are

not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. fabsolute promise]

25 'All thisThave spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, /absolute promise] will

teach you all things /absolute promise/and will remind you of everything

I have said to you. /absolute promise 27 Peace I leave with you; /absolute

promise/my peace [ give you. /absolute promise/1 do not give to you as

the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 28

"You heard me say, 'l am going away and I am coming back to you." If you
loved me, you would be glad that T am going to the Father, for the Father is

greater than I.

29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you

will believe. 30 T will not say much more to you, for the prince of this world
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is coming. He has no hold over me, /absolute promise] 31 but he comes so

that the world may learn that I love the Father and do exactly what my

Father has commanded me. /Many times, we struggle with the idea that
even Satan himself has an ultimate purpose to glorify God, and to reveal
God and Jesus to the world. Satan, who tried to kill Jesus and our
relationship with God, even in his evil deeds, ultimately is an
unadmitted agent for God’s highest purpose. For our Father promises
that ALL THINGS work together for the Good of those who love Jesus

and are called according to HIS purpose. |'Come now; let us leave.
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CHAPTER 15

Choices... choices... choices... Life is brimming with them. What to eat for
breakfast, lunch, or dinner? What to watch on TV? Where to go this
weekend or what to do on vacation? Which project to start, continue, or
finish at work? Whether to start a family, how to vote, or even what to wear

today?

It’s said on CNN that the average person makes about 35,000 choices each

day. That's approximately 2,000 every hour, or one every 2 seconds.

It’s no wonder that Jesus emphasized a particular choice in Chapter 15.
There’s a strong focus on a specific decision the disciples had to make,
which I've highlighted in bold underline for clarity. It’s a choice we too face
every day, every hour, for the rest of our lives. Amidst the myriad of daily
decisions, I hope you'll remember this key emphasis from our Lord: Remain
in Him. Consider the wonderful promises that follow when we make that

crucial choice.

ASV The True Vine

1 'T am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every
branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he

prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because

of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you.
No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can
you bear fruit unless you remain in me. /7his word “remain” is meno in
Greek it means to “tarry, sojourn, not to depart, to keep, hold/held, not
to perish, to endure, to live, survive, to wait, to continue, dwell, and

abide.]

5 'T am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you

will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not

remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such
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branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in

me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done

for you. 8 This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing

yourselves to be my disciples. [This helps us understand our purpose in
life. God made us, not for our own selfish ambitions and gain, but in
order that our lives may glorify and be a witness to God’s goodness to

all.]
Love and Joy Perfected

9 "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.

10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept

my Father's commands and remain in his love.

11T have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be

complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13

Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends. 14

You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you
servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I
have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have
made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and

appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit-- fruit that will last--and

so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my

command: Love each other. /In a world and time when people are more

focused on loving themselves, Jesus commands his followers to love
others. Again confirming that we were all made with the purpose to
love and support one another above our own selfish interests. We have
been created by God to love others. Only when we do this will we begin
to truly understand our purpose in God and find real joy in life.]

The World Hates the Disciples

18 "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you
belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not
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belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why

the world hates you. 20 Remember what I told you: 'A servant is not greater
than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they
obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 They will treat you this

way because of my name, for they do not know the one who sent me. 22 If I
had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin; but now
they have no excuse for their sin. [Jesus is the embodiment of the world-
wide Law. For the Jewish Law was sent to reveal the awareness of sin.
Now, Jesus also makes himself equal to the Law for all people,
regardless of culture or nationality] 23 Whoever hates me hates my
Father as well. 24 If I had not done among them the works no one else did,
they would not be guilty of sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet they have
hated both me and my Father. 25 But this is to fulfill what is written in their

Law: 'They hated me without reason.’
The Work of the Holy Spirit

26 "When the Advocate comes, /The Holy Spirit/whom I will send to you
from the Father--the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father--he will
testify about me. 27 And you also must testify, for you have been with me

from the beginning,
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CHAPTER 16

Ignorance can sometimes be humorous, especially child-like ignorance.
Children, with their innocent intentions, only know the small world
they've been exposed to. For instance, there was a child that sees a merry-
go-round at a local grocery store, he wants nothing more than to ride it. He
asks his mom, "Can [ have a quarter to ride that ride?" Mom, with other
plans in mind, says no, the child is heartbroken and begins to weep,
pleading over and over as Mom practically drags him to the car. Sitting in
the back seat, sobbing and sniffling, he pouts, "You're so mean," because in
his mind, he asked for so little—a bit of fun—yet Mom said no because "she
doesn't love me." However, the plot twists when the little boy, still rubbing
the tears from his eyes, gets out of the car only to see that they are standing

in front of Six Flags Over Texas!

It's funny how we can often be like this child in life. When Jesus departed,
He gave His followers a gift even better than His physical presence: He
went to the Father in order to send the Holy Spirit to each of us. While
Jesus in body could only be in one place at one time, His departure allowed
Him to multiply Himself by enabling the Holy Spirit to dwell in each person
around the world. What a wonderful gift!

Jesus Comforts His Disciples

1 "All this T have told you so that you will not fall away. 2 They will put you
out of the synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you
will think they are offering a service to God. 3 They will do such things
because they have not known the Father or me. 4 I have told you this, so
that when their time comes you will remember that I warned you about

them. I did not tell you this from the beginning because I was with you,
The Work of the Holy Spirit

5 but now I am going to him who sent me. None of you asks me, "Where are
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you going?' 6 Rather, you are filled with grief because I have said these
things. 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away.

Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send

him to you. 8 When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong
about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin, because people do

not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father,

where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the prince

of this world now stands condemned.

12 'T have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But

when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He

will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell

you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he

will receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the

Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he

will make known to you."
The Disciples Grief Will Turn to Joy

16 Jesus went on to say, 'In a little while you will see me no more, and then
after a little while you will see me." 17 At this, some of his disciples said to
one another, “What does he mean by saying, 'In a little while you will see
me no more, and then after a little while you will see me," and Because I am
going to the Father?" 18 They kept asking, "What does he mean by 'a little
while? We don't understand what he is saying."

19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, "Are
you asking one another what I meant when I said, 'In a little while you will
see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me? 20 Very truly
I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will
grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. 21 A woman giving birth to a child has
pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the

anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world. 22 So with
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you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice,

and no one will take away your joy.

23 In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my
Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 24 Until now you have

not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy

will be complete.

Jesus Christ Has Overcome the World

25 'Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will
no longer use this kind of language but will tell you plainly about my Father.
26 In that day you will ask in my name. I am not saying that I will ask the
Father on your behalf. 27 No, the Father himself loves you because you have
loved me and have believed that I came from God. 28 I came from the Father
and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the
Father.'

29 Then Jesus' disciples said, "Now you are speaking clearly and without
figures of speech. 30 Now we can see that you know all things and that you
do not even need to have anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe

that you came from God."

31 "Do you now believe?" Jesus replied. 32 "A time is coming and in fact has
come when you will be scattered, each to your own home. You will leave me
all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me. 33 'T have told you
these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have

trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world."

74



GOSPEL OF JOHN

CHAPTER 17

For many years, I've heard people say, 'I can’t pray well," or 'I don’t really
know how to pray," or 'I get nervous about praying out loud." Let me
reassure anyone who feels that way: it's very common. Since John 17
discusses Jesus's prayer, I want to take a slightly different direction and
share five simple points to help you pray with direction and power. These
tips, inspired by the Lord's Prayer, changed my prayer life. Here’s a

straightforward acronym (ACTS) that can turn you into a prayer warrior:

1. Prepare: Before you start, close your eyes—not for religious ritual,
but to focus. Picture Jesus in the room with you, as real as anyone
else, perhaps holding your hand. Now, just start talking to Him.

2. Acknowledge (A): With Jesus right there, naturally acknowledge
our Savior. Celebrate all the good He has done for us—His grace,
sovereignty, and wonders.

3. Confess (C): Being in Jesus's presence, I'm always struck by my
shortcomings. It's a time to humbly confess these, but also to
confess His greatness and His love for me.

4. Thankfulness (T): Following confession, thankfulness flows
naturally. Express gratitude for His forgiveness and for all the
goodness in your life, which comes not from your own doing but
from His grace.

5. Supply (S): Only after worship, confession, and thankfulness do
bring my immediate needs and requests to the Father. This
ensures my heart is in the right place, and I am aligned in prayer
with Jesus, ready to make any request known to God.

This isn’t a magic formula but a guide to prepare your heart and mind,

giving you confidence to pray anytime, anywhere.

Now, read the prayer of Jesus below. THIS PRAYER is Jesus praying to the
Father FOR YOU. Personalize this prayer. Put your name in their when
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you see my [***] reference below. Then you will see how much Jesus

loves you and has a mission for you.

ASV Jesus Prays to Be Glorified

1 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the
hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you
granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all
those you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they /***/know

you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have

brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And
now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you

before the world began.
Jesus Prays for His Disciples

6 'I have revealed you to those /***/ whom you gave me out of the world.
They /***] were yours; you gave them /***/to me and they /***/ have
obeyed your word. 7 Now they /***/know that everything you have given
me comes from you. 8 For I gave them /***/the words you gave me and
they /***/ accepted them. They /***/ knew with certainty that I came
from you, and they /***/believed that you sent me.

9 I pray for them /***/ I am not praying for the world, but for those /***/
you have given me, for they /***/are yours. 10 All T have is yours, and all
you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them /***/ 11 T will
remain in the world no longer, but they /***/are still in the world, and T
am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them /***/by the power of your
name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 12
While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name
you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so
that Scripture would be fulfilled. 13 'Tam coming to you now, but I say these
things while I am still in the world, so that they /***/may have the full

measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them /***/your word and
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the world has hated them /***/ for they /***/are not of the world any
more than [ am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them /***/

out of the world but that you protect them /***/from the evil one. 16 They

/***[ are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them /***/

[make them holy] by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into
the world, I have sent them /***/into the world. 19 For them /***/1
sanctify myself, that they /***/too may be truly sanctified.

Jesus Prays for All Believers

20 "My prayer is not for them /***/alone. I pray also for those who will
believe in me through their /***/message, 21 that all of them may be one,

Father, just as you are in me and [ am in you. May they also be in us so that

the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them /***/
the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one—23 I in them
/***/and you in me--so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then
the world will know that you sent me and have loved them /***/even as
you have loved me.

24 'Father, I want those /***/you have given me to be with me where I am,
and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me
before the creation of the world. 25 "Righteous Father, though the world
does not know you, I know you, and they /***/know that you have sent
me. 26 I have made you known to them /#***/ and will continue to make
you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them /***/and
that I myself may be in them /***/"
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CHAPTER 18

This chapter marks the beginning of our Savior's last night. If were inclined
to think that nothing happens by coincidence, then this chapter offers many
insights. The more one reads it, the more layers and depths of meaning

emerge. It's a story within a story, wrapped in yet another story.

ASV Jesus Is Arrested

1 When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed
the Kidron Valley. /Kidron means “dark”. This small stream was the
drainage from the temple, and would, during this time of sacrifice, be
reddish from the bloods of thousands of Passover lambs. This was
literally a place where blood and water flowed together, as Jesus
crossed over it.] On the other side there was a garden, and he and his
disciples went into it. [The first “Adam” was removed from the garden,
the last “Adam” crossing over now enters it. |2 Now Judas, who betrayed
him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples.
3 So Judas came to the garden, [Satan also entered the garden with the
first “Adam”] guiding a detachment of soldiers [a detachment was
between 200 and 600 troops. Clearly the enemy of God expected strong
resistancefand some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They
were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. 4 Jesus, knowing all that was

going to happen to him, went out and asked them, "Who is it you want?"

5 'Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. 'Tam' /Jesus proclaim the Name of God
as referenced by Moses at the burning bush. [ Jesus said. (And Judas the

traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus said, 'Tam," they drew

back and fell to the ground. /There was such a display of divine presence,

majesty, and power in t